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PREFACE 


IF  we  read  with  attention  the  hiftories 
of  grand  remedies,  we  fee,  their  effi¬ 
cacy  was  ever  warmly  difjputed,  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  places. 

There  were  phyficians,  who  immedi¬ 
ately  condemned  them,  and  profcribed 
them  as  hurtful. 

But  others,  upon  different  experiments, 
praifed  and  commended  them,  as  moft 
ialutary. 

By  thefe  learned  difputes  the  thing  was 
at  lafl:  rightly  determined,  and  applied  to 
common  ufe. 

I  plainly  forefee,  the  fame  will  happen 
to  Hemlock. 

But  in  the  mean  time  I  am  very  forry, 
to  fee  fome  medical  people,  of  great  rank, 
give  a  premature  and  harfh  fentence  a- 
gainft  hemlock  y  and  to  condemn  it,  and 
to  diffuade  others  from  it,  as  a  poifonous 
and  ufelefs  plant. 

This  favours  of  too  great  a  defire  of 
contradidlion ;  and  is  repugnant  to  ?ill  rea- 
fon  in  medicine. 
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}V  PREFACE. 

But  the  moft  cruel  thing  that  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  me,  is,  to  find  thofe  to  be  my 
enemies,  whom'  I  always  treated  with 
the  greateft  refpeft  j  to  whom  I  have  done 
all  manner  of  good  offices  j  and  whofe 
duty  it  rather  was,  to  take  my  part,  than 
to  hurt  me,  ' 

But  I  am  neither  concerned  at  that, 
nor  thirft  after  revenge.  And  that  thefe 
my  adverfaries  may  acknowledge,  I  am 
no  ways  difafFefted  to  them  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  although  I  may  differ  in  opinion  * 
I  write  thefe,  obfervations  for  their  ho¬ 
nour;  offer  and  dedicate  them,  with  all 
due  refpeft,  to  them. 

But  I  do  not  by  any  means  defire,  that 
they  fhould  fhew  me  any  favour.  Let 
them  only  love  the  truth ;  adt  like  juft 
judges;  and  ingenuoufly  own,  whateyer 
is  for  the  good  of  the  fick. 

As  for  the  idle  clamours  *  of  fomc,  I  am 
indifferent  about  them,  and  delpife  them. 

Whoever  dreads  the  rattling  of  leaves, 
let  him  avoid  a  wood, 
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A  NECESSARY 

SUPPLEMENT 

I  \ 

UPON 

Hemlock. 


I  Have  already  ihewn,  and  confirmed, 
in  two  former  volumes,  the  virtue 
and  efficacy  there  is  in  heynlock. 

For  that  reafon  there  was  no  occafion, 
that  I  fhould  write  any  thing  more  on 
that  fubjedt. 

But  as  there  are  ftill  many,  who  do 
not  rightly  conceive  my  notions  about 
hemlock 'y  and  doubt  its  fpeciesy  and  cha- 
radler;  it  was  neceflary  to  give  a  figure 
of  the  plant* 
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And  that  this  might  be  rightly  done, 
and  made  clear  and  plain  to  every  one, 
without  any  danger  of  error,  I  entreated 
Dr.  CrantZy  the  famous  and  indefati¬ 
gable  Profeflbr  of  the  Inftitutions  oPMe- 
dicine,  and  of  the  materia  medica^  to  bring 
this  plant  into  his  botanical  garden,  and 
to  take  care  to  have  ^  it  well  deline¬ 
ated. 

This  he  did  willingly,  and  gave  me 
this  table,  drawn  and  engraved  by  the 
learned  Mr.  Cipps,  a  candidate  in  phyfic. 

From  this  any  one,  the  leaft  verfed 
in  botany,  may  know  the  plant  at  firft 
fight,  and  diftinguifli  it  from  all  others. 

But  as  for  the  extrafl:  of  it,  it  is  not 
every  where  prepared  to  my  mind.  For 
they  take  a  large  quantity  of  the  exprefled 
juice,  which  they  boil  in  a  copper  velTel, 
on  a  fierce  fire;  whence  arifes  a  ftrong 
fetid  fleam,  which  is  the  beft  part  of 
the  medicine,  that  flies  off :  and  befides, 
they  do  not  take  proper  care  to  purify 
the  juice  and  extraih 

By  thefe  means  is  prepared  a  black 
mafs,  that  is  tou^h,  and  with  little  of  the 
genuine  fetid  flavour.  '  ' 
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ON  HEMLOCK.  5 
;  B^it  when  it  is  prepared  in  my  way, 
it  ought  to  be  a  thick  extradl,  of  a  dark 
greenifh  colour,  with  a  moft  ungrateful 
fetid  flavour,  much  dike  the  fmell  of 
mice. 

Some  have  mixed  other  herbs  with 
hemlock^  and  fome  leave  the  herb  frefli 
gathered  in  a  heap  for  feveral  days,  by 
which  it  grows  flaccid ;  part  of  it  cor¬ 
rupts  ;  and  the  juice  grows  roapy  and 
llimy. 

Others  do  not  boil  the  juice  as  foon 
as  it  is  exprefled,  but  wait  for  a  day 
or  two,  till  they  have  leifure  ^  by  which 
the  juice  changes,  and  lofes  its  virtue. 

On  this  occafion  I  thought  it  would 
not  be  improper,  to  give  an  account  of 
fome  cures,  that  I  have  made  with  bein'- 
lock  alone,  fince  my  fecond  treatife  on 
that  fubjedl  was  publifhed. 

In  doing  this  I  lhall  be  fhort,  that  I 
may  not  interrupt  the  leifure,  or  confume 
the  time,  that  is  fo  precious  to  phyli- 
cians,  by  tedious  narrations. 

When  I  fay  I  gave  hemlocky  I  mean 
its  extrad: ;  which  I  take  notice  of,  that 
there  may  be  no  dilpute  about  words. 
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Nor  have  I  always  added  the  dofe  of 
the  medicine ;  becaufe  I  have  almoft  al-^ 
ways  begun  with  a  fmall  quantity,  and 
gradually  encreafed  it,  till  a  good  elfedl 
enfued  :  then  I  flopped,  and  never  in- 
creafed  the  dofe  afterwards. 

CASE  I. 

Man  of  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
complained,  for  feveral  months,  of  a 
violent  pain,  and  continual  heat,  in  his 
belly :  he  had  no  appetite ;  the  urine 
flowed  as  in  a  ftrangury  s  his  flools  were 
frequent,  fmall,  hot,  joined  with  a  tenef- 
mus  j  the  complexion  pale,  and  the  whole 
body  emaciated. 

Remedies  of  every  kind  ^vere  tried, 
but  did  no  fervice  :  fleep  was  rather 
diflurbed,  and  his  ftrength  began  to  fail. 

Hemlock  alone  gave  him  relief  in 
the  fpace  of  three  months  :  his  appetite 
returned f  the  flools  became  natural;  his 
urine  was  inade  freely;  he  gained  flrength, 
and  a  perfedl  ftate  of  health. 

I 

CASE 


/ 


I 


ON  HEMLOCK. 


S 


CASE  II. 

A  Youth  of  fifteen  had  a  tumor  for 
three  months,  of  the  fize  of  a  wal¬ 
nut,  on  his  left  cheek. 

,KjiJiula,  weeping  an  ichor,  penetrated 
into  this  tumor. 

The  phyficians  and  chirurgeons  had 
here  tried  ,  their  art  for  a  long  time  to  no 
purpofe. 

But  upon  giving  hemlock,  the  tumor 
difappeared;  the  JiJiida  clofed ;  and  all 
his  pains  ceafed. 

CASE  IIL 

A  Woman,  forty-odd  years  old,  had  a 
very  bad  fpreading  tetter  or  ringworm 
fferpiginem J  on  her  hand,  above  a  twelve¬ 
month,  fo  that  the  llcin  was  cracked  to 
the  fiefh  in  feveral  places. 

Neither  external  remedies,  nor  inter¬ 
nal  purges,  and  fweetners  of  the  blood, 
gave  any  relief. 

Hemlock  cured  her  within  two 
,months. 
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CASE  IV. 

A  Woman,  paft  thirty,  perceived  z  fctr- 
rhiis  of  a  large  fize  in  her  right- 
breaft,  for  feveral  months. 

A  'plafter  was  applied,  by  which  both 
the  hardnefs  and  lize  of  the  breaft  were 
encreafed,  and  the  fwelling  fpread  under 
the  arm-pit. 

The  tumor  became  of  a  purple  co¬ 
lour,  with  here  and  there  livid  ftreaks, 
and  the  pain  fo  exceffive,  that  fhe  could* 
neither  fleep  day  nor  night. 

At  length  feveral  knots  or  tubercles 
rofe  on  the  tumor,  which  threatened  a 
very  bad  exulceration. 

I  being  called  in,  defired  that  ihe  would 
lay  alide  all  kind  of  plafters,  and  cover 
the  breaft  only  with  a  foft  linen  cloth. 

Internally  I  gave  only  the  extracft  of 
hemlock. 

In  the  fpace  of  eight  days  the  pain 
almoft  entirely  ceafed ;  the  colour  of  the 
tumor  changed;  and  the  tubercles  fub- 
fided. 

In  nine  weeks  the  breaft  came  to  its  * 
natural  ftate.  The 


V 


ON  HEMLOCK.  7 

The  greateft  dofe  was  half  a  drachm 
a  day. 

CASE  Vv 

A  Woman,  of  twenty-feven  years  of 
age,  throwed  up  every  thing  {he  fwal- 
lowed  for  three  and  twenty  weehs,  and 
was  almofl  confumed  by  it. 

Phyiicians,  chirurgeons,  quacks,  and 
old  women,  had  tried  all  their  {kill,  with* 
out  any  amendment  of  the  diforder. 

I  ordered  twenty  grains  of  the  extradl 
of  hemlock,  in  a  mixture  of  four  ounces  ^ 
of  which  {he  took  a  fpoonful  every  two 
hours  y  and  in  a  fhort  time  the  vqmiting 
ceafed;  fhe  recovered  her  appetite,  and 
her  flrength. 

And  it  is  now  three  months,  lince  any 
{igns  of  the  vomiting  have  returned. 

C  S  E  VL 

Man  of  feventy  had  an  ulcer  in  his 
arm  for  five  years :  a  {harp  humor 
that  weeped  out  of  it  continually  fretted 

'  the 
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the  parts  adjacent,  and  excited  burning^ 
puftules. 

The  remedies  that  were  applied  anon, 
relieved  the  diforderj  but  the  itching  foon 
returned,  with  a  fretting  of  the  cuticle ; 
and  the  ulcer  began  to  weep  a  moft  diarp 
humor. 

The  patient  then  took,  by  my  advice, 
(ix  grains  of  the  extract  oi  hemlock^  every 
morning,  and  as  many  every  evening, 
for  five  weeks:  outwardly  was  applied 
the  plafter  of  diapompholyx  :  and  now  in 
fix  months  the  ulcer  is  quite  healed,  and 
the  old  man  enjoys  perfedt  health, 

c  A  s  s  vn. 

A  Noble  old  ladv  had  both  her  breafts 
large  and  feirrhous. 

A  plafter  irritated  the  diforder,  and 
brought  OR  great  pain. 

The  nipple  of  the  right-breaft  was 
twice  as  large  as  ufual,  ulcerated,  and 
continually  weeped  a  fiiarp,  corrofive 
ichor.  The  tumor  had  fpread  under  the 
arm- pits. 
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The  good  old  lady  could  hardly  fpeak» 
much  lefs  laugh,  or  breathe  freely,  through 
pain. 

The  taking  of  hemlock  immediately 
amended  the  diforder;  the  nipple  was 
reduced  to  its  natural  lize  in  four  weeks ; 
and  in  four  months  both  breafts  were 
cured. 

There  was  no  occalion  to  increafe  the 
dofe  above  eighteen  grains  a  day. 

CASE  VIIL 

A  Man,  about  thirty,  had  a  tumor  larger 
than  a  man’s  fift,  for  a  long  time, 
on  the  right  fide  of  his  neck. 

He  was,  befides,  cachedtic ;  and  com¬ 
plained  of  violent  pains,,  all  over  his 
body,  and,  in  all  his  limbs ;  which  tor¬ 
mented  him  night  and  day. 

Thefe  complaints  leffened  his  appe¬ 
tite  y  he  wafted  away  \  and  looked  ill, 
of  a  dark  yellow  complexion. 

Whatever  remedies  he  took  were  of 
no  fervice. 

But  as  foon  as  he  confulted  me,  I 
gave  him  hemlock ;  by  which  in  a  feW' 

C  '  days 
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days  he  grew  better,  and  in  two  months 
was  quite  well. 

C  A  S  E  IX. 

I 

A  Woman,  of  thirty  fix  years  of 
age,  laboured  under  malignant  ul¬ 
cers,  for  two  years ;  which  had  eat 
into  the  tip  of  the  nofe,  the  noftrils, 
and  the  whole  upper  lip ;  fo  as  to  ren¬ 
der  the  whole  vifage  a  moft  frightful 
fight. 

All  thefe  parts  were  livid,  hard, 
fwelled ;  and  violent  pain  deprived  the 
miferable  objed:  of  reft. 

A  fharp  thin  humor,  continually 
weeping,  corroded  the  adjacent  parts. 

Purges,  antifcorbutics,  mercurials, 
fweetners  of  the  blood,  made  no  alter-^ 
ation ;  if  it  were  not,  that  the  dif- 
order  feemed  to  grow  much  worfe. 

Upon  the  taking  of  hemlocky  a  copious 
ichor,  but  much  milder,  was  difchargedf 
and  immediately  the  fwelling  of  all  ■ 
the  parts  fell ;  the  ■  pain  ceafed  ;  and 
the  livid  colour  was  changed  to  a  na¬ 
tural  one. 
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In  three  weeks  time  a  great  change 
was  obferved  for  the  better ;  and  the 
patient  grew  much  ftronger,  and  plump. 

She  then  abftained  for  fome  time  from 
hemlock ;  but  matters  foon  grew  worfe  ^ 
and  the  pains  encreafed. 

But  as  foon  as  Ihe  began  to  ufe  hemlock 
again,  all  the  bad  fymptoms  went  off :  and 
by  a  continued  ufe  of  it  for  fix  weeks  the 
ulcers  were  cicatrifed  ;  and  the  fwelling 
difappeared. 

CASE  X. 

^  Woman  of  thirty-two,  had  a  pain  in 
her  right  groin  for  fix  years,  with  a 
a  hard  tumor  and  an  acrid  purulent  hu¬ 
mor  dropped  from  the  womb. 

She  imputed  the  caufe  of  this  diforder 
to  her  laft  lying-in,  which  was  a  trouble - 
fome  one;  in  which  the  midwife  extrac¬ 
ted  the  after-birth  with  great  force. 

Neither  baths,  nor  medicines,  which 
file  had  taken  for  fix  years,  had  any  effedt 
on  her  diforder. 

But  by  the  ufe  of  hemlock  the  tumor 
difappeared  in  fix  weeks;  the  pain  ceafed; 
and  the  fharp  flux  flopped. 

C  2 
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CASE  XI. 

A  Man  of  twenty-ninq^  was  troubled 
with  various  venereal  maladies  for 
many  years,  but  was  never  perfectly  cured. 

The  glands  of  the  neck,  groins,  about 
the  ears,  under  the  arm-’pits,  &c.  at  lafi: 
fwelled;  and  created  great  pain  night 
and  day, 

Antivenereal  remedies,  that  are  others 
wife  the  beft  in  thefe  cafes,  increafed  the 
diforder;  fothat  a  confiimptionwas  feared. 

On  that  account  he  refrained  from  all 
medicines,  by  the  advice  of  his  phylicians. 

From  that  he  grew  neither  better  nor 
worfe  ;  if  it  were  not,  that  his  pains  were 
often  moft  fevere. 

At  lafi:  be  was  forfaken  by  his  phyfi-.' 
cian  in  ordinary;  who  faid,  he  would 
leave  the  cafe  to  nature. 

But  this  patient  had  feen  the  good  ef- 
fedls  of  b^Pilock  in  feme  others;  from 
which  he  had  conceived  fuch  hopes,  that 
he  came  to  me,  and  afKcd,  if  this  medi-^ 
cine  might  not  be  proper  for  his  cafe. 
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I  immediately  advifed  it,  and  he  was' 
cured  in  two  months ;  the  fcirrhous  tu¬ 
mors  quite  difappearing. 

t 

CASE  XII. 

Virgin,  of  feventeen,  had  a  fpina  ven-^ 
tofa  in  her  right-arm  for  three  years; 
with  very  ugly  ulcers. 

Innumerable  medicines,  both  external, 
and  internal,  had  no  effedl. 

The  belly  grew  hard,  and  big ;  an  ex¬ 
cruciating  pain  feized  the  limbs ;  and  a 
cachexy  came  on,  with  a  lofs  of  ftrength, 
and  emaciated  habit. 

Hemlock  alone  reduced  the  belly  to  its 
natural  hze ;  cured  the  pains,  cachexy, 
and  emaciated  habit ;  and  healed  the  ul¬ 
cers,  fpina  ventofi^ 

CASE  XIII* 

A  feven  years  old,  had  all  the 

glands  of  his  neck,  and  about  the  ears, 
^tirrhous,  big,  and  painful. 

His  belly  was  moreover  hard,  and 
fwelled. 

Six 
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Six  grains  of  the  extrad:  of  hemlock 
were  given  in  the  morning,  and  as  many 
in  the  evening ,  the  effeds  of  which  were 
fo  fpeedy,  that  all  the  fwellings  fubfided 
Vv^ithin  ten  weeks. 

.CASE  XIV. 

f 


JJ^Woman,  of  twenty-five,  had  a  violent 
cough  for  four  years,  and  a  very  dif- 
agreeable  itching  over  her  whole  body. 

White,  pellucid,  burning  and  corrod¬ 
ing  puftules  frequently  broke  out  all  over 


the  ikin. 

By  a  long  ufe  of  medicines  fhe  at  laft 
began  to  grow  confumptive. 

In  this  condition  I  gave  her  twice  a 
day  four  grains  of  the  extrad  of  hem-' 
'lock  'y  upon  which  flie  immediately  Ipit 
a  very  tough  glutinous  matter  in  quanti¬ 
ties  y  the  itching  went  off;  her  ftrength 
returned  s  with  a  perfed  ftate  of  health, 
and  good  habit  of  body. 

,  This  dofe  of  the  medicine  was  not  to 
be  encreafedj  becaufe  it  did  as  much  as 
could  be  defired. 
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CASE  XV. 

A  Man  about  fixty,  after  an  intermittent 
fever,  had  his  belly  fwelled  ;  the  right 
hypochondre  tight  and  hard ;  a  yellow 
complexion,  without  any  appetite ;  and 
excruciating  pains  in  the  night-time  m 
bis  limbs,  which  were  emaciated. 
He?nlGck  entirely  reftored  him. 

CASE  XVI. 

A  Man  of  feventy,  had  laboured  under 
a  moft  violent  vomiting,  now  for  the 
third  month  ;  which  could  not  be  Hopped 
by  any  remedy. 

Hemlock^  dilTolved  in  a  mixture,  foon 
Hopped  and  removed  it. 

CASE  XVIL 

Rickety  child,  three  years  old,  could 
neither  Hand  on  its  legs,  nor  breathe 
freely. 

Hemlock  carried  off  the  whole  diforder; 
fo  that  the  child  breathed  eafily;  ran 

about 
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about  brilklyj  and  enjoyed  better  health 
than  the  reft  of  his  brethren.  I  have 
many  like  cafes. 

In  fome,  four  or  fix  grains  a  day  are  fuf- 
ficientt  but  in  others  the  dofe  fhould  be 
encreafed  to  ten,  twelve,  and  twenty  grains* 

C  A  S  E  XVIIL 

^  Virgin,  of  fix  and  twenty,  was  fubjedt 
to  moft  violent  hemorrhages  from 
the  womb  for  fome  years :  and  when  the 
flux  of  blood  flopped,  a  thick,  yellow, 
acrid  matter  was  difcharged  from  the 
womb,  which  corroded  every  thing. 

Other  eminent  phyficians,  and  myfelt, 
tryed  innumerable  remedies  for  a  long 
time :  but  the  patient  found  no  relief  from 
them ;  ftie  rather  grew  cachedtic,  and' 
fwelled. 

In  fuch  a  ftubborn  cafe,  I  was  willing 
to  try,  what  hemlock  alone  would  do ;  and 
for  that  purpofe  I  gave  her  every  day 
three  pills,  each  weighing  three  grains. 

After  a  few  days  I  perceived,  the  co¬ 
lour  of  the  bodv  was  changed  to  a  natural 
one ;  {lie  gathered  ftrength,  with  a  good 

appetite 


I 


\ 
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appetite ;  and  made  urine  plentifully, 
with  much  glutinous  matter. 

In  a  month's  time,  the  whole  diforder 
put  on  a  very  different  appearance. 

For  refpiration,  which  was  before  fuf- 
focated  with  the  leaft  motion,  became 
free ;  the  anxious  palpitation  of  the  heart 
ceafed ;  and  reft  was  eafy  and  quiet. 

But  what  was  rnoft  remarkable,  the 
hemorrhagies  of  the  womb  ftopped ;  and 
the  menftrual  flux  appeared  in  due  time, 
in  due  quantity,  and  quality. 

The  matter,  that  flowed  from  the 
womb,  was  no  longer  thick,  nor  acrid. 

In  two  months  fhe  appeared  to  all  to 
be  in  perfedl  health ;  and  only  a  little 
mild  ferum  weeped  from  the  womb. 

CASE  XIX. 

^  Man,  about  fixty,  had  a  tumor  under 
his  chin,  as  big  as  a  goofe’s  egg,  and 
as  hard  as, a  ftone,  and  painful;  which 
remained  immoveable,  without  any  al¬ 
teration  ;  notwithftanding  the  application 
of  remedies,  both  external  and  internal, 
for  a  long  time. 


D 


But 
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But  hemlock  loofened  and  difcuffed  it, 
in  the  fpace  of  two  months. 


CASE  XX* 


Cachefti’c,  melancholic  woman,  of 


forty,  began  to  decay  by  degrees. 

*  No  manifeft  fault  could  be  difcovered 
in  the  whole  body,  to  which  this  difeafe 
could  be  attributed. 

The  face  was  of  the  color  of  the 
earth;  the  eyes  funk;  voice  weak;  a  fre¬ 
quent  palpitation  of  the  heart ;  relpiration 
was  Abort  and  uneafy,  on  a  little  hard 
exercife ;  and  the  appetite  quite  loft. 

The  ufual  remedies  in  like  cafes 
afforded  no  relief. 

But  three  ounces  of  hemhcky  taken  by 
degrees,  reftored  the  appetite,  vigor  of 
body,  and  chearfulnefs  of  mind ;  mended 
the  cachexy ;  and  now  this  woman  enjoys 
perfedl  health,  to  the  admiration  of  all. 

A  cachexy,  with  an  emaciated  habit, 
if  it  does  not  proceed  from  an  internal 
.vomica y  or  fome  corrupted  bowel. 


is  generally  cured  by  hemlock. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXL 

/ 

Boy  of  ten  years  of  age,  mlferably 
torn  with  ulcers  from  a  fpina  ven- 
tqfa^y  all  over  his  body,  and  upon  every 
joint,  as  well  as  in  the  face,  and  about 
the  eyes,  emaciated,  and  totally  cachec¬ 
tic,  took  various  things  for  feveral  years 
from  the  beft  phyheians,  but  to  no  pur^ 
pofe;  the  difeafe  always  grew  vcorfe. 

Upon  giving  hemlock  all  the  ulcers 
healed,  and  the  fears  are  not  ugly.  Large 
pieces  of  the  bones  came  off.  He  has 
BOW  good  ftrength,  a  natural  complexion, 
and  found  habit  of  body. 

He  has  now  taken  every  day,  for  feve- 
ral  weeks,  a  whole  drachm  of  the  ex- 
trad:  of  hemheky  the  dofe  having  been 
gradually  increafed. 

CASE  XXIL 

A  Woman  above  forty,  has  now  for 
two  years  laboured  under  an  open 
cancer^  moft  miferably  ulcerated. 


*  A  fpina  ventofa  per  totum  corpus  mifere  exukeratus. 

D  2  By 
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By  the  internal  and  external  ufe  o?  hem-> 
locky  the  whole  ulcer  is  now  almoft  heal¬ 
ed. 

She  was  before  totally  emaciated ;  with 
night  fweats;  and  lofs  of  appetite. 

But  now  ihe  has  gathered  ftrength ;  the 
complexion  is  good ;  lleep  quiet  y  the  pain 
is  gone;  the  fweats  have  ceafed;  and  the 
emaciated  habit  is  no  more  to  be  dif- 
cerned. 

A  drachm  and  a  half  of  the  extract 
of  hemlock  is  ftill  given  every  day. 

In  another  woman  thirty-odd  years  old, 
I  reduced  a  large  open  cancer  to  a  fmall 
iize  by  the  foie  ufe  of  hemlocky  in^  fix 
weeks;  and  a  cicatrix  now  begins  to  be 
formed.  , 

Thefe  cafes  occurred  to  me  in  my 
pradlice  in  the  xity.  But  as  for  thofe 
things  that  1  have  feen  in  the  holpital, 
which  are  certainly  wonderful,  and  de- 
ferve  the  attention  of  the  learned  v/orld, 
I  could  not  relate  them  here;  becaufe  Mr. 
Colhuy  my  excellent  collegue,  is  faithfully 
defcribing  them,  and  will  foon  coipmit 
them  to  the  prefs. 


We 
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We  daily  fee  fo  good  and  fo  manifeft 
efFeds  of  hemlock  in  the  hofpital,  that  not 
only  the  ftudents  of  phyfic,  but  other 
ignorant  people,  who  are  about  the  fick, 
are  aftonifhed,  and  wonder  at  them, 

Neverthelefs  there  are  fome  cafes,  in  • 
which  there  is  no  fuccefs. 

For  if  the  difeafe  is  got  to  too  great 
a  height  5  or  the  whole  habit  is  deftroyed, 
who  is  there  .that  will  cure?  or  from 
what  method  of  pradtice  can  we  pro- 
mife  health  ? 

We  neither  perform,  nor  defire,  mi¬ 
racles  from  our  medicines  ;  but  we  wait 
to  fee  how  far  v/e  can  go  by  art. 

If  we  meet  with  any  obftacle,  we  con- 
fider,  whether  that  is  to  be  overcome  by 
art:  when  we  cannot  do  that,  we  ac- 
knovdedge,  that  we  are  but  men,  and 
are  yet  ignorant  of  many  things. 

We  do  not  imagine,  that  v/e  are  fupe- 
rior  in  art  to  others;  but  daily  defire  to 
be  taught  by  the  meaneft. 

But  we  likev/ife  defire  others,  that  they 
will  be  of  the  fame  mind  towards  us,  if 
we  err,  or  have  erred ;  and  that  they  will 
diew  our  error  in  frlcndfliip  and  decency; 

then 
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then  we  fhall  neither  blufli  to  be  taught 
better  things,  nor  prove  obflinate. 


COROLLARIES. 

I. 

'JHE  extrad:  of  hemlock  is  a  very  inno¬ 
cent  medicine. 

It  may,  by  gradually  increafing  the 
dofe,  be  given  to  the  quantity  of  two, 
three,  or  four  drachms  a  day. 

And  the  ufe  of  fo  great  a  dofe  may  be 
fafely  continued  for  feveral  weeks. 

Hemlock  neither  hurts  infmts,  children, 
the  middle-aged,  the  old,  decrepit,  wo¬ 
men  big  with  child,  the  embryo’s  in  the 
woxnb,  noble  nor  plebeian. 

II. 

Hemlock  neither  excites  a  greater 
motion,  nor  other  difturbance,  in  the  cir- 
culation  of  the  blood. 

It  neither  cools,  nor  heats. 

III. 

The  extrad  of  hemlock  is  a  moft  effi¬ 
cacious  medicine. 


But 


I 
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But  it  fometimes,  although  rarely^ 
moves  the  belly;  and  much  more  rarely 
excites  vomiting ;  fometimes  it  increafes 
perfpiration;  but  it  very  often  difcharges 
a  plentiful  glutinous  urine. 

But  in  many  patients  it  does  not  fen-^ 
fibly  increafe  any  evacuation. 

.V. 

I 

The  extradt  of  hemlock  has  the  greateft 
relblving  quality ;  and  often  penetrates, 
and  reaches  to  parts,  which  the  moft 
powerful  remedies  hitherto  known  could 
not  touch. 

It  opens  obftrudllons ;  and  by  that 
means  reftores  a  free  circulation  of  the 
blood,  when  it  is  difturbed,  and  obftruc- 
ted. 

Hence  it  removes  a  languor,  numb- 
nefs,  and  pain  in  the  limbs,  proceeding 
from  that  caufe. 

It  renders  the  mind  ferene,  and  the 
body  ftrong  and  adlive. 

It  increafes  the  fecretions;  whence  it 
often  makes  the  ears,  nofe,  mouth,  and 
jaws  moift,  when  dry;  and  makes  them 
perfpire. 

Men 
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Men  who  have  no  children,  from  an. 
imnieability  or  obftrudtion  of  the  veffels, 
it  renders  fruitful. 

It  removes  a  hardnefs  or  mucofity  in, 
the  wombs  of  women ;  opens  a  palfage 
for  the  menftriial  flux,  obftrudled  from 
that  caufe  5  and  prepares  a  fit  place  for 
conception. 

It  cures  children  of  the  rickets. 

It  often  removes  a  numbnefs,  coldnefs, 
infenfibillty,  and  decay  of  the  limbs;  and 
makes  the  natural  heat  return,  with  vi¬ 
gorous  and  brawny  mufcles,  and  the  ne- 
ceflary  fenfations. 

For  the  fame  reafon  it  frees  the  veffels 
of  the  eyes ;  reft  ores  weak  fight ;  and 
fometimes  cures  blindnefs  f gufta  fcrena.J 

^  This  remedy  often  cure^  the  deaf;  re- 

ftores  the  loft  fenfe  of  fmeiling;  and  an 
impediment  in  fpeech  is  oiten  removed 
by  the  ufe  of  it. 

A  rheumatifm,  or  inveterate  and  obfti- 
nate  aches  of  the  joints,  are  cured  by  its 
refolving  quality. 


V,  Hemloca^ 


o  N  H  E  M  L  O  C  K-  25 


V. 

Hemlock  often  refolves  tumors  arif- 
ing  from  obftruftions ;  and  carries  off 
even  old  fcirrhufes,  that  refift  all  other 
the  moft  efficacious  remedies. 

Nor  does  it  fignlfy,  in  what  part  of  the 
body  fuch  tumors  lurk ;  it  aits  with  equal 
energy  on  all  parts  :  thus  it  removes  ob-* 
ftrudtions  in  the  fublingual  and  fub axil¬ 
lary  glands,  about  the  ears,  in  the  neck, 
under  the  arm-pits,  in  the  breaft,  belly, 
groins,  anus,  vagina,  uterus,  penis,  fcro- 
tum,  tefticles, 

It  often  cures  a  dropfy,  by  refolving 
the  hard  fwellings  (fcirrhosj  of  the 
belly. 

It  foftens  the  hard  and  fluffed  bellies  of 
children,  and  brings  them  to  a  natural 
ftate.  '  I- 

Hence  it  often  mends  a  cachexy ;  and 
cures  a  confumption  itfelf,  or  hedlic 
fever. 

It  diffolves  tubercles  ffcirrhos)  of  the 
lungs ;  and  promotes  a  glutinous  fpitting  : 
hence  it  removes  a  difficulty  of  breathing, 
night  fweats,  and  a  decay. 

E 


It 
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It  diffipates  tumors  of  the  joints;  and 

reftores  a  due  flexibility  and  motion  of 
the  parts. 

VI. 

PIemlock  fometimes  dilTolves  cata- 
rafts,  or  obftrufts  their  growth. 

And,  by  that  means,  preferves  fight  i 
iharpens  it ;  or  reftores  it  when  loft. 

vn. 

It  correfts  the  acrimony  of  the  blood, 
and  I'emoves  difeafes  proceeding  from  it* 

It  cures  fharp  defluxions ;  faltifh  hu¬ 
mors  ;  itching ;  tetters  and  ringworms ; 
the  worft  fcald  head ;  and  an  inveterate 
fcab  or  itch  that  reflfts  every  thing  elfe. 

It  cures  the  moft  malign  ulcers,  fiftula’s, 
jind  flnufes, 

VIII. 

It  removes  a  caries^  and  takes  off  a 
rottennefs  f corruptionem )  of  the  bones ; 
and  promotes  a  feparation  of  the  fcales. 

Hence  it  is  a  remedy  in  a  fpina  ventofa. 


IX. 
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IX. 

It  cures  a  cancer^  or  mends  its  viru¬ 
lence  ^  brings  on  a  laudable  fuppuration, 
and  eafes  the  pains. 

X. 

It  is  a  remedy  in  a  malign  jluor  albiu ; 
and  in  an  inveterate  and  obftinate  go- 
norrhcea. 

XL 

It  ftops  vomiting,  and  the  mofl:  obfti¬ 
nate  heart-burns. 

XIL 

It  carries  off  the  relidts  of  a  venereal 
diftemper,  that  yield  to  no  other  remedy, 

XIII. 

Hemlock  cures  the  difeafes,  that  en- 
fue  after  a  malignant  fmall-pox. 

To  confirm  this.  Dr.  Lebmackeri  an 
eminent  phyfician  of  this  city,  wrote  me 
the  two  following  hiftories. 

The  firft  is  the  hiftory  of  his  own  fon, 
which  was  thus  :  ^  My  fon,  an  infant  five 
^  months  old,  otherwife  in  perfed:  health, 

^  was  feized  with  the  fmall-pox  on  the 

E  2  ‘  26th 
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<  26th  of  February,  1760;  which,  aL 

*  though  difdnft,  was  not  of  fo  good  a 
^  kind. 

‘  On  the  ninth  day  of  the  difeafe  a  fud- 
^  den  diarrhoea  came  on,  whence  all  the 
^  puftules  on  the  left-lide  from  head  to 
^  foot  funk  in,  while  thofe  on  the  right- 
^  fide  remained  full. 

On  this  the  left- arm,  knee,  and  foot 
^  fwelled  to  an  enormous  fize,  with  great 
^  pain  and  inability  j  which  the  poor  in- 
fant  made  us  fenfible  of  by  its  fhrieks, 
^  if  it  was  touched. 

^No  aperture  could  be  made  in  thefe 
^  tumors,  either  by  nature  or  art ;  but  they 
^  were  cured  in  four  months  time  by  the 

*  fldll  of  an  expert  chirurgeon,  Mr.  Le- 

*  her j  without  any  impediment  in  the  ac- 
^  tion  of  the  parts. 

^  But  as  the  crofs  child  could  not  be 
^  prevailed  upon  to  take  any  medicine, 
^  either  in  the  time  of  the  fmall-pox,  or 
^  thereafter;  and  his  mother’s  milk,  with 
^  a  milk  diet,  were  not  fufficient  to  af- 
^  fuage  the  virulence  of  the  variolous 
‘  matter,  his  whole  body  was  in  time 
^  covered  with  innumerable  ugly  ichorous 

*  ulcers 


o  N  H  E  M  L  O  C  K.  29 

*  ulcers,  from  the  crown  of  the  head  to 

*  the  foies  of  the  feet  5  fo  that  he  had  no- 

*  thing  but  a  fwelled  belly,  and  ulcerated 

*  fkin,  to  cover  the  bones. 

^  The  child  being  thus  left  in  this  de- 

*  plorable  condition,  till  it  was  one  and 
^  twenty  months  old,  that  is,  till  June 

*  1761,  all  hopes  of  its  recovery  were 

*  over,  as  it  grew  worfe  and  worfe  every 
^  day.  I  was  willing,  however,  to  try, 
‘  what  the  extra£l  of  hemlocky  given  as 
^  we  could,  might  do  in  fuch  a  cafe. 

^  From  the  beginning  of  June,  then,  I 
^  gave  him  daily  two  grains,  one  in  the 
*•  morning,  in  a  weak  decoflion  of  coffee 
‘  and  toafted  barley,  with  milk;  and  ano- 

<  ther  in  the  evening,  in  chocolate,  that 

<  he  might  not  difcern  it. 

*  I  fo  increafed  the  dofe  by  degrees, 
«  that  he  took  daily  fix  grains,  without 
‘  any  regard  to  his  diet. 

‘  By  thefe  means  the  ulcers  began  to 

<  afford  a  good  pus^  to  be  cleanfed,  to 

*  heal  up,  and  to  difappear  over  the  whole 

*  body;  only  a  fcab  or  two  remaining 
^  among  the  hair  of  his  head. 
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^  By  the  middle  of  July  he  had  got  lb 

*  much  ftrength,  that  he  could  run  up 
‘  and  down  very  brilkly,  both  within 
‘  doors  and  without,  with  his  head  up- 
^  right,  and* his  eyes  clear  and  open^  nei- 
‘  ther  fearing  the  rays  of  the  fun,  nor  a 

*  candle,  which  he  could  not  bear  for 
^  two  months  before,  on  account  of  his 
^  inflamed  eyes,  which  made  him  hang 
^  his  head,  and  put  his  hands  to  his  eyes, 
‘  whenever  any  light  came  before  them* 

«  Thus  by  degrees  the  child,  that  was 
‘  before  intolerably  crofs,  now  runs  about 
‘  all  day  with  chearfulnefs  at  his  play.’ 

He  took  fix  drachms  jof  the  extrad:  of 
bemlock^  but  no  other  medicine. 

Now,  my  good  readers!  if  we  had  only 
this  lingie  cafe  to  vouch  it,  would  not 
hemlock  deferve  the  greatefl:  praife  ? 

TIemlock  was  given  to  an  infant 
quite  extenuated,  covered  with  ulcers, 
and  in  the  worfl:  cachedic  habit  of  body, 
of  which  he  was  cured. 

t 

Hemlock  then  is  an  innocent  reme¬ 
dy,  and  it  is  an  eflicacious  one. 

There  are,  indeed,  fome  terrible  cah 
eulators  in  medicine,  who  will,  perhaps, 

attribute 
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attribute  this  cure,  to  the  decodlion  of 
toafted  barley,  infufion  of  coffee,  choco¬ 
late,  or  to  the  force  of  nature. 

But  they  muft  know,  that  this  child 
took  thofe  drinks  before  he  ufed  the  hem^ 
locky  but  grew  worfe  upon  it:  fo  that  we 
can  neither  attribute  his  recovery  to  the 
force  of  nature,  nor  to  this  drink.  But 
as  foon  as  the  extradl  of  hemlock  was 
given,  the  infant  began  to  grow  better* 
Whence,  O  hemlock  !  the  praife  is  due 
to  thee. 

The  fecond  hiftory  is  the  following 
one,  communicated  to  me  by  the  fame 
learned  gentleman. 

‘  About  the  end  of  June,  1761,  I  met 
^  by  chance  a  certain  noble  lady  of  three 
<  and  twenty,  who  had  been  afilidied  with 

*  the  confluent  fmall-pox  eighteen  years 

*  before,  the  fad  remains  of  which  fhe 
‘  f  ill  bewails ;  for  befides  the  lofs  of  her 
^  right  eye,  fhe  had  an  ulcer,  with  a  hard 
^  fwelling,  on  her  right  cheek 

^  Various  remedies,  as  fhe  faid,  both 
^  internal  and  external,  had  been  tried  to 

*  heal  this  fore;  but  they  were  all,  even 
^  to  a  falivation  itfelf,  given  in  vain, 

‘  Remem- 
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^  Remembring  the  fuccefs  of  the  ex- 

*  trail  of  hemlock  in  a  like  difeafe,  I  ad- 
‘  vifed  the  fame  to  her* 

‘  Altho'  ihe  was  now  tired  of  medi- 
‘  cines,  yet  £he  confented  to  it. 

‘  She  began  then,  on  the  firft  of  July, 

*  to  take  every  day  eight  grains  of  the  exr 
^  trail  of  hemlock, 

‘  Taking  off  the  plafter,  of  what  kind 

*  I  know  not,  I  took  care  to  have  the  ul- 
‘  cer  fomented  v/ith  a  linen-cloth,  dipt 
f  in  a  decoilion  of  hemlock, 

\ 

^  In  eight  days  the  tumors  appeared  to 
^  be  both  lefs,  and  fofter ;  and  there 
^  feemed  to  be  fome  flight  tokens  of  a  ci- 

*  catrix  forming  on  the  lips  of  the  ulcer. 

^  In  the  mean  time,  proud  flefh 
<  fprung  up  here  and  there  in  the  mid- 
«  die  of  the  ulcers  which  was  taken  off 
‘  by  fprinkling  the  powder  of  hemlock 

*  upon  it. 

*  The  cruft  occafioned  by  this,  I  took 
‘  off  with  honey  of  rofes,  mixed  with  the 
^  fame  powder  :  which  were  repeated, 

^  as  often  as  the  proud  flefh  fprang  up 
‘  again. 

^In 
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*  In  the  mean  time  I  increafed  thp 
S  pills,  fo  that  for  three  weeks  paft  ftie 
^  has  taken  every  day  thirty  two  grains. 

‘  This  dofe  I  have  hitherto  continued, 

*  intermitting  now  and  then  a  day  or 

*  two. 

^  About  this  time,  the  tumors,  and 
^  hardnefs,  almoft  entirely  went  off ;  the 

*  ulcer  began  to  be  cleanfed,  to  be  dried 
^  up,  and  to  be  covered  with  a  thin  Ikin; 

^  and  thus  it  has  remained  clofed  now  for 

*  fix  weeks. 

^  She  will  go  on  with  the  fame  dofe  of 
^  hemlocky  till  the  cicatrix  is  found. 

‘  She  has  now  taken,  from  the  begin- 
^  ning  of  June  to  the  end  of  September,  • 
four  ounces  of  the  extrafl:  of  hemlock, 

^  She  received  no  benefit  from  any 
^  other  medicine  for  eighteen  years. 

^  But  now,  by  the  ufe  of  hemlock^  fhe 
^  finds  her  appetite  to  be  increafed ;  flie 
«  grows  plump ;  is  free  from  rheumatic 
^  pains,  which  fhe  was  before  troubled 
‘  with ;  and  has  no  other  complaint.* 

Is  there  any  man  in  his  fenfes  who 
.doubts  of  the  efficacy  of  hemlock  f 

Since  hemlock  operates  on  the  wirulent 

F  remains 
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remains  of  the  Small-PoXy  a  queftion  a« 
rifes  upon  whether  it  may  not  be  aL 
lowable  to  give  it,  in  a  malignant  vario¬ 
lous  diftemper  itfelf,  in  a  Ipare  dofe,  by 
a  prudent  hand,  with  judicious  and  pro¬ 
vident  care?  it  is  agreeable  to  nature,  and 
appears  from  an  infinite  courfe  of  experi¬ 
ence,  that  vegetables'  of  whatever  kind 
may  be  digefted  in  our  ftomachs,  and 
converted  into  the  inquiline  juices  of  the 
bodyj  but  minerals  cannot. 

Vegetables,  then^  are  more  eafily 
borne  by  our  nature^  and  are  by  far  fnore 
fafe  and  agreeable  to  it. 

Therefore  if  it  was  allov/able  to  others 
to  ufe  mercury^  and  antimony,  in  a  viru¬ 
lent  ftate  of  the  Small-Pox^  why  may 
not  v/e  be  allowed,  without  any  remorfe, 
to  try  hemlock^  fince  the  beft  remedies  yet 
known  do  nothings  thefe  two  cafes  of 
the  learned  hebrnacher  were  very  neceffa- 
ry  here,  to  make  this  propofition  appear 
worthy  of  approbation. 

I  have  likewife,  from  other  phyficians 
both  of  this  and  foreign  countries,  fome 
excellent  cafes  relating  to  hemlocky  in 
which  it  proved  fuccefsful;  and  I  have 

others^ 
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others,  in  which  it  did  not  fucceed  fb  well  * 
but  I  have  thought  proper  to  refervc  all 
thefe  for  another  time. 


ADMONITIONS. 

^"'HESE  Corollaries  are  deduced  from, 
and  confirmed  by,  repeated  experi¬ 
ence. 

But  I  befeech  all,  and  every  phyfician,  • 
not  to  perfuade  themfelves,  that  I  am  of 
fuch  an  opinion  as  to  believe,  that  thefe 
rules  are  general,  and  that  Joemlock  ought 
always  to  cure. 

I  fay  and  openly  o\vn,  that  I  have  like** 
wife  had  patients  of  all  kinds,  to  whom 
hemlock  was  of  no  fervice ;  altho’  it  was 
indicated  from  a  fimilitude  of  the  difeafe* 

But  I  do  not  believe,  there  are  any, 
who  will  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  cafes  I 
have  related. 

But  if  any  one  makes  a  fcruple  about 

the  truth  of  the  matter,  and  fufpedls  my 

probity,  let  him  go  to  the  illujirious  Van 

Swieten\  who  has  the  names  of  the  pati-^ 

ents,  and  an  account  of  their  place  of  ■ 
abode. 

F  %  Happy 
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Happy  me  !  who  have  an  opportunity 
to  praftice  phyfic  under  the  aufpices  of  fo 
great  a  man, 

I  have  feen  patients  labouring  under  the 
worft  cancer  of  the  bread:,  whom  hcfnlock 
foon  relieved :  but  there  were  feveral 
others,  to  whom  hemlock  only  afforded 
fome  relief,  but  did  not  cure  them  :  others 
found  no  alteration  from  the  ufe  of  hem- 
Jock:'  one  or  two  could  not  bear  hemlock,r 

I  would  have  the  fame  to  be  underftood 
of  other  difeafes,  for  which  I  have  com¬ 
mended  hefnlock. 

For  I  only  contend,  that  hemlock  is 
fometimes  of  fervice,  and  does  wonders, 
where  other  the  mod:  famous  and  extol¬ 
led  medicines  do  nothing. 

If  other  phyficians  ftill  find  other  reme¬ 
dies,  we  may  be  able,  in  time,  to  cure  the 
mod:  difficult  difeafes. 

Truly  !  J  congratulate  myfelf,  when  I 
hear,  there  are  feveral  phyficians,  who 
follow  my  example  about  divers  vegeta¬ 
bles. 

How  many  thoufands  of  plants  are 
there,  whofe  virtues  we  are  ignorant  of? 
But  to  difcover  thefe,  there  are  required 

induftry. 
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induftry,  labor,  provident  care,  and  a 
mind  free  from  all  fedls. 

Neither  fliould  you  fwear  by  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  a  mafter. 

Moreover,  it  is  always  to  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  there  are  limits  both  to  art 
and  medicines. 

Now  when  hemlock  is  fometimes  of 
fervice,  but  at  other  times  does  nothing 
in  the  fame  difeafe ;  it  is  certain  there 
mufl  be  fome  latent  difference,  the  diag- 
noftic  figns  of  which  are  yet  unknown  to 
us  ;  nor  am  I  alone  fufficient  to  determine 
thofe  things ;  and  for  that  reafon  I  have 
not  hitherto  been  able,  to  give  any  cer¬ 
tain  rules. 

But  they  who  might  and  ought  to 
have  affifted  me,  defired  to  be  excufed. 
Yea  they  have  even,  by  fharp  cenfures, 
and  repeated  harangues  to  the  fons  of 
art,  condemned  and  profcribed  my  works, 
and  would  have  them  deftroyed  by  fire 
and  fword. 

Ah  me  !  miferable  fate  of  man. 

In  my  two  treatifes  on  hemlock^  I  have 
related  both  the  cafes  that  were  faccefs- 
ful,  and  thfofe  that  proved  unfuccefsful  : 

and 
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and  moreover  I  always  admonilhed,  that 
hemlock  would  liot  prove  of  equal  fervice 
to  all  :  I  faid  farther,  in  my  fecond  book, 
it  was  enough  to  tne,  if  I  ihall  preferve 
and  cure  one  patient  in  a  hundred  by  the 
ufe  of  hemlock^  who  could  not  be  reftored 
by  other  medicines. 

If  every  one  of  the  other  ninety-nine 
phylicians  will  do  as  much  as  I  have  done, 
then  all  the  hundred  natients  Vv^ill  be 

i, 

cured. 

Could  any  man  write  with  more  lin^ 
cerity  and  honefty  I  It  is  allowable  to 
propofe  our  experiments  faithfully  and 
cautioully  to  the  world  :  but  after  that 
every  pliyiician  is  at  liberty,  to  ufe  fuch 
a  remedy,  or  to  let  it  alone. 

I  neither  defire  honor,  glory,  immortal 
fame,  nor  profit :  I  v/ould  only  defire  to 
be  ufeful  to  mankind,  afflidted  .with  fo 
many  rniferable  diftempers;  and  would 
be  v/illing  to  relieve  fuch  calamities.  This 
is  the  duty  of  every  phyfician  ;  I  beg, 
then,  that  others  would  give  me  no  dip 
tiirbance. 

I  have  given  to  the  fick  fome  hundred 
pounds  of  the  extradl  of  hemlocky  and  can 

affirm. 
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affirm,  with  a  fafe  confciencc,  that  I  ne¬ 
ver  hurt  any  one.  For  when  I  faw  things 
to  be  in  a  right  way,  I  went  on  boldly, 
continued,  and  jncreafed  the  dofe :  but 
as  foon  as  I  obferved  (which  very  rarely 
happens)  that  the  lick  did  not  do  well 
from  it,  I  forbore,  and  laid  afide  hemlocks 
This  is  the  rule  of  art. 

Since  then  this  medicine  prudently 
given  cannot  hurt,  our  art  requires,  that 
it  fliould  be  farther  recommended  to  all; 
in  order  to  make  numbers  of  trials,  which 
may  be  collated  together,  and  compared 
according  to  their  figns,  lymptoms,  and 
events.  Then  let  the  reafons  and  caufes 
be  inquired  into,  why  hemlock  is  fome- 
times  of  fervice,  and  makes  a  radical 
cure;  and  why  it  fometimes  does  nothing 
in  the  fame  difeafe. 

Upon  feeing  the  difference,  and  find¬ 
ing  out  the  caufe,  it  will  appear,  how 
far  the  efficacy  of  hemlock  may  extend. 
And  then  a  reafon  may  be  given,  why 
hemlock  does  not  ail  equally  upon  all.  It 
may  then  likewife  be  determined,  with 
what  cafes  it  evidently  agrees;  and  in 
what  it  performs  nothing. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  oblervations  being  rightly  di- 
gefted,  we  may  be  able  to  apply  fome 
other  remedy,  in  c.afes  where  hemlock  is 
inactive. 

By  fuch  means  the  bounds  of  our  art 
will  be  extended,  to  the  great  benefit  of 
the  community. 

In  fome  cafes,  where  hemlock  had  not 
the  effefts  I  expected  from  it,  I  have 
tried  other  remedies ;  and  not  without 
fuccefs. 

If  that  was  not  liifficient,  I  have  ano¬ 
ther  ready. 

Thus  I  fhall  afcend  by  degrees,;  and  I 
hope  in  God,  that  he  will  profper  my 
endeavours,  which  are  only  intended  for 
the  welfare  of  my  neighbours. 

I  here  faithfully  promife  my  adver^*- 
faries,  I  fliall  employ  the  more  pains  upon 
thofe  things,  the  more  they  endeavour  to 
interrupt  and  hinder  me. 

While  I  do  what  is  right,  I  fear  no 
body. 

Although  hemlock  is  a  moil:  innocent 
remedy,  yet  I  could  wifh,  that  every 
phyfician  would  always  begin  with  a 
fmall  dofe,  and  gradually  increafe  it. 

For 
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For  we  know,  how  ftrange  and  diverfe 
the  peculiar  temperaments  of  men  are; 
whence  there  may  be  fome,  who  may 
not  bear  this  remedy. 

By  a  fmall  dofe  then,  no  one  will  com¬ 
mit  ,  a  fault :  becaufe  a  good  phyfician 
will  difcontinue  a  medicine,  where  he 
obferves  any  linifter  event. 

But  it  is  always  to  be  well  obferved, 
whether  that  event  may  be  ov/ing  to  the 
medicine ;  or  to  the  lymptoms  that  ac¬ 
company  the  difeafe ;  or  to  an  error  in 
the  non-naturals. 

There  are  fome,  who  are  tormented, 
vomit,  are  feized  with  a  fever,  and  faint 
away,  only  from  taking  crabs  eyes,  which 
are  certainly  a  moft  innocent  medicine : 
and  why  dionld  there  not  be  others,  who, 
from  fome  latent  caufe,  may  be  ill  aiTedt- 
ed  with  hemlock  f 

But  is  hemlock  therefore  no  medicine? 
Oueht  hemlock  to  be  condemned  on  that 

O 

account?  No  prudent  pliyfcian  will  think 

fo. 

If  the  life  of  hemlock  proves  prejudicial 
to  any,  it  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the 
medicine,  but  to  the  fruit  of  the  pre-^ 

G  fcriber; 
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fcriber  ^  if  we  take  the  thing  in  a  ftriil, 
and  true  medical  fenfe. 

Symptoms  of  a  different  nature  from 
the  difeafe  are  often  complicated  with  it : 
and  then  it  is  requifite,  that  other  reme¬ 
dies  fhould  be  applied,  befides  hemlock. 

If  fpafms  or  convulfions  prove  trouble- 
fome,  antihyfteric  nervine  remedies  are 
wanted. 

If  pains  are  violent,  paregorics  and 
opiates  become  neceffary.  A  high  fever? 
and  full  pulfe,  require  cooling  nitrous 
remedies. 

In  a  putrid  ftate  of  the  juices,  or  if  an 
intermittent  fever  comes  upon  the  ufe  of 
hemlock^  the  bark  is  added  to  it. 

Sometimes  purging  is  needful,  fome- 
times  bleeding. 

Too  great  a  flow  of  fharp  humours  on 
a  part  requires  an  iffue,  or  feton. 

Neither  ought  a  fomentation  or  cata- 
plafm  of  hemlock  always  to  be  applied 
outwardly j  but  they  are  to  be  changed, 
according  to  the  judgment  and  experience 
of  a  good  phyflcian,  or  chirurgeon. 

If  ulcers  are  drefl:  with  lint,  great  care 
ftiould  be  ufed  in  taking  it  off ^  left  the 

threads 
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threads  adhering  to  the  naked  velTels 
fhould  be  torn  off  with  force,  which 
might  hurt  every  thing :  a  hemorrhage 
might  enfue,  from  which  proud  fleih 
fprings  up. 

They  Ihould  all  be  firft  moiftened 
with  the  weakeft  infufion  of  hemlock^  or 
other  proper  liquid. 

The  more  urging  fymptoms  often  de¬ 
mand,  that  the  ufe  of  hemlock^  both  ex¬ 
ternal  and  internal,  (liould  be  left  off  for 
fome  time  3  till  thefe  are  either  cured, 
or  at  lead  mitigated. 

We  fliould  endeavour  to  palliate  dif- 
ordcrs  in  thofe  perfons,  who  do  not  bear 
he7nlock  ;  fo  long  as  we'  are  unacquainted 
with  any  other  remedy. 

The  bones,  l^imox^jcirrhufesy  are  often 
attended  with  great  pain  in  their  inner- 
mod  recedes :  I  have  often  obferved  in 
fuch  cafes,  there  was  an  erofion,  or  corrup¬ 
tion,  in  that  place  :  but  a  corrupted  part 
fhould  be  feparated  from  the  found,  which 
cannot  be  done  without  an  external  aper¬ 
ture,  made  by  a  caudic  application,  or 
chirurgical  indrument  5  but  by  the  ule 

G  2  of 
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of  hemlock  it  is  often  made  fpontane- 
oufly. 

Then  corrupted  matter  iffues  forth, 
and  there  is  a  linuous  ulcer. 

The  lefs  intelligent  imagine,  that  this 
corruption  proceeds  from  the  ufe  of  hem¬ 
lock  :  although  upon  the  continued  ufe 
of  it  in  the  fame  cafe,  v/hether  internal 
or  external,  perfedt  health  often  enfues. 

I  have  fometimes  feen  certain fcirrhufes 
in  the  glands  diflblved  by  the  ufe  of  hem¬ 
lock^  but  new  ones  appeared  in  other 
parts. 

That  feemed  ftrange  :  but,  the  lick  al¬ 
ways  found  themfelves  well  in  other  re- 
fpedts ;  fo  that  I  continued  the  fame  re¬ 
medy,  and  cured  the  patients. 

Such  things  never  frighten  the  fkilful : 
and  therefore  we  ought  not  immediately 
to  change  the  medicine. 

In  diet,  farinaceous  unfermented  fub- 
ftances  are  to  be  avoided ;  and  likewife 
too  acrid  fpices. 

Acids  are  allowed  for  a  condiment ;  but 
when  they  are  too  predominant,  they  are 
not  fo  proper. 

Good 
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Good  wine  does  not  hurt  thofe,  who 
are  ufed  to  it. 

Friition,  or  great  motion,  in  the  part 
affeiled,  generally  increafe  the  difeafe. 

It  is  very  conducive  to  a  cure,  for  the 
lick  to  live  in  a  free  and  open  air,  and  to 
preferve  a  chearful  and  right  dilpofition 
of  mind.* 

Sadnefs, '  melancholy,  difturbances  of 
the  mind,  retard  and  hinder  the  cure; 
occafion  new  diforders;  and  often  turn 
a  fcirrhus  to  a  cancer. 

The  time  in  which  hemlock  may  cure, 
and  refolve  tumors,  cannot  be  determin¬ 
ed. 

For  fome times  that  Is  foon  done,  Ibme- 
tlmes  very  flowly. 

Nor  is  the  nature  of  ulcers,  tumors, 
or  cancers,  always  the  fame. 

I  gave  a  woman  hemlock  in  a  large  dole 
for  tumors  of  the  neck,  more  than  two 
years,  without  any  alteration  in  the  tu¬ 
mors  :  but  as  her  menfes  flowed  more 
plentifully,  her  ftrength  was  greater,  mind 
more  chearful,  and  the  whole  habit  of 

body 
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body  much  better,  flie  defired  herfelf, 
that  I  would  not  deny  her  thofe  pills. 

At  length,  after  two  years  and  a  half, 
the  tumors  were  diffolved,  and  everything 
reduced  to  a  natural  ftate. 

Nor  did  the  long  ufe  of  it  do  any 
harm- 

I  have  another  woman,  who  took  only 
two  grains  of  hemlock  in  the  morning, 
for  a  cancer  of  the  breaft;  and  although 
ilie  was  a  woman  of  feventy,  there  enfued 
fo  good  and  fudden  a  change,  and  dimi¬ 
nution  of  the  tumor,  that  both  the  by- 
ftanders  and  myfelf  were  aftonifhed. 

This  woman  made  urine  moft  plenti¬ 
fully,  with  much  glutinous  fediment.  But 
when  fhe  abftained  one  day  from  hemlock^ 
the  urine  was  in  a  fmall  quantity,  and 
without  the  fediment. 

In  difeafes  about  the  kidnies,  bladder, 
and  urinary  palTages,  hemlock  fometimes 

has  moft  excellent  effedts. 

\ 

It  fometimes  cures  a  retention  of  urine, 
and  ftrangury ;  and  often  eafes  pains  in 
making  urine,  fooner  than  opium. 


Nor 
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Nor  is  the  extradl  of  hemlock  to  be  de- 
Ipifed,  in  diforders  ariling  from  a  ftone. 

From  what  hath  been  faid,  it  appears, 
that  hemlock  is  highly  worthy  of  being 
tried. 

In  the  mean  time  I  do  not  affirm,  it 
has  any  Ipecific  virtue  ^  but  I  expedt  the 
mutual  aid  of  good  phyficians,  to  eftablifli 
rules  about  it. 
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